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He took the safest route, but the head winds got his gasoline
and he had to land in Scotland. Being unable to put his
useless ship down in the blacked-out country he, of course,
bailed out. Hess cut the switch, and the empty plane
careened down through a clump of trees. It was badly
mussed up, but it didn't explode. The gas tanks were empty.
Additional maps were in a small compartment in the cock-
pit. He made the best of his unexpected situation by asking
for the only man he knew in Scotland, the Duke of Hamil-
ton. So they say in Berlin.
But Hess was not going to Ireland. From the time he
took off until he landed, he was headed for Scotland. And
he was going there to see this British peer.
In discussions with Ivone Augustine Kirkpatrick, at the
Foreign Office in London, I had talked with him about
Hess. Kirkpatrick had been the British charge d'affaires
under Ambassador Nevile Henderson in Berlin, and Kirk-
patrick knew Hess well. You may recall that when Hess
landed in Scotland, the London dispatches stated that a
" high-ranking member of the Foreign Office who knew
Hess " was sent to Scotland to interview Hess and have
the original talks with him. The man was Kirkpatrick.
When Churchill was notified of this amazing news on
Saturday night, he telephoned President Roosevelt at Hyde
Park on Sunday morning. It was Churchill and Eden
personally who selected Kirkpatrick to go to Scotland.
Kirkpatrick brought Hess out casually and very skilfully.
He just sat down and talked with him for two days. Hess
was excited and very voluble, and he still is to-day. He
spends hours writing long letters he knows will not be
mailed. He sits at a desk and scribbles these out in pencil.
He writes his wife. He writes to his children. And he writes
time and time again to former comrades in the Nazi party.
Ironically enough, he has scribbled many of these ec letters "
to His Holiness, the Pope. He seals the letters and addresses
the envelopes, just as though the post-office were going to
get them. He's busy doing nothing.
I don't know why Hess went to see the Duke of Hamilton.
Kirkpatrick certainly didn't tell me. If he went there to
propose peace, his method was foolhardy and ill-advised on
the face of it.